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A Dash of  Hot:

Sweet and Salty

New York City, Present Day

...He chuckled and picked up one of her baby cakes.  Anna stepped closer and,  in one hasty 
motion,  swiped the cake from his fingers just as he was lifting it to his  mouth.  “No sampling.  
Sorry.”

Suze stared at her with wide eyes.  But Christian,  Anna thought,  looked absolutely stunned.  
Lips parted, he stared at her, his hand still in the air by his mouth.  Finally, he dropped his hand.  

“Sorry,” she repeated.  Clutching the cake she’d taken from him in one hand,  she hid her 
hands  behind her back.  She hadn’t tested the cakes.  She had no idea what was in those antique 
spice jars--

“But I’ve already had one,” he replied. 

Anna sucked in a surprised breath.  Panic fluttered through her.  She looked at him more 
closely.  Had she poisoned him?  My God...

He took a step back. “What’s wrong?”

“Uh...I didn’t want anyone sampling them.”

“Why not?” A half-smile curled his lips.  “Did you put rat poison in them?”

Anna stared at him, stricken.  

“Just kidding,” he added.

She turned to throw the now-mangled cake she’d been holding into a nearby trash can. “I 
made them from an old family recipe I haven’t tried before,” she invented,  her voice shaking a 
little. “I wanted to test them myself, first.”

“They’re very good,” he said, his  eyes gleaming with appreciation.  “You should stop 
worrying.”

“They’re good?” she squeaked.

“They’re better than good. They’re delicious.  Buttery,  with a rich vanilla undertone, they 
melt on the tongue.”

Her eyes wide, she nodded slowly.

“But they have a tangy undertone, too.  It’s a spice I can’t quite place.  What did you use in 
them?”



“Flour,  butter,  eggs, vanilla,” she offered, her voice doubtful.  Without meaning too, she 
glanced down at his  crotch--the cookies were supposed to be an aphrodisiac. When she saw a 
telltale bulge beneath his gray wool trousers, she dragged in a hitching breath.

The cakes...were they truly aphrodisiacs?  Did the spices really work? 

He crossed his arms over his chest. “Are you asking me or telling me?”

“Telling,” she managed.

“There’s  more in them than eggs,  butter and flour,” he insisted.  “I’m a supertaster.  I have 
more taste buds  on my tongue than the average person,  and it makes  my sense of taste a lot more 
intense than normal. And my tongue is  telling me that there’s an unusual spice in there.  What is 
it?”

“Maybe, ah, the minced orange peel.”

“Orange peel?  Bullshit.”  His eyelids drooped, half-hiding those gleaming eyes. Try as she 
might, she couldn’t ignore that gaze or the maleness he seemed to exude from every pore, a 
sexuality so potent she could almost smell it in the air. “Your tongue’s  wrong this  time,” she 
informed him stiffly.

“My tongue is  never wrong.”  He turned abruptly and leaned down to smell the remaining 
baby cakes that were cooling on a rack.  “Even my nose tells me there’s  something else in there.  
But obviously you aren’t going to be honest with me.”

She shrugged.  “It’s a family recipe.  A secret family recipe.”

“Well,  if you ever decide you want to share it,  look me up.” With that, he walked away, but 
not before stealing another cake and eating it shamelessly in front of  her.

Suze had watched this  exchange with parted lips,  and now she turned to stare at Anna.  
“What was that all about?”

“I guess his  mom didn’t bake him cookies often enough as a boy,” Anna joked, but inside, she 
trembled.  “Why was he over here?”

“He stopped by on his way out, to make sure I was okay,” Suze said.  “See what I mean?  He 
is a nice guy.”

“A nice guy who dumped you.”

“Yeah, but he’s  right.  We weren’t a fit.  It happens.”  Her friend shrugged.  “C’est la vie.  I’m 
not going to hold it against him.”

“Good.”  Anna watched as  he wound his  way back toward the chef ’s office and barely kept 
herself from biting her nails.  Was  he going to keel over?  Have a hallucinogenic episode?  What 
else were the cakes going to do to him, besides give him a hard-on?

Damn, he’d eaten two of  them...
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